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instinctive action), we see - that, as we go down the scale
of life, actions become less precisely guided in cLeta.il,
and present more and more the character of random or
but vaguely directed efforts ; in this corresponding to
what we may legitimately suppose to be the increasing
vagueness of the anticipatory representations by which
they are guided. The theoretical lower limit of this
series would be what has been well called (by Dr. Stout)
anoetic sentience ; a mere feeling or sentience involving
no objective reference and giving rise only to movement
or effort that is completely undirected. This lower limit
is approached in our own experience when we stir uneasily
or writhe or throw ourselves wildly about, under tlie
stimulus of some vaguely localised internal pain, But
we do not ourselves experience the limiting case, and
it is questionable whether we can properly suppose it
to be realised in the simplest instances of animal be-
haviour ; it seems probable that the actions of even tie
lowliest animals imply a vague awareness of sometliiag,
together with some vague forward reference, sonxe vague
anticipation of a change in this something,

Knowing, then, is always for the sake of action ; the
function of cognition is to initiate action and to guide
it in detail. But the activity implies the evoking*, the
coming into play, of a latent tendency to action, a con-
ative disposition ; every such tendency or conative dis-
position is either of a very general or of a more specialised
or specific character; and each such conative tendency,
when awakened or brought into play, maintains itself
until its proper or specific end is attained, and sustains
also the course of bodily and mental activity required
for the attainment of that end. When, then, any creatujre
strives towards an end or goal, it .is because it possesses
as an ultimate feature of its constitution what we can
only call a disposition or latent tendency to strrve towards
that end, a conative disposition which is acfmlised or
brought into operation by the perception (or other mode
of cognition) of some object. Each organism is endowed,
according to its species, with a certain number and variety
of such conative dispositions as a part of its hereditary